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Dr. Sankar presented pilot data from interviews with patients concerning the
patient's perceptions of medical confidentiality. Often patients assume that their
medical information is being taken confidentially and that their doctors will omit
parts of the record that the patient considers personal (e.g., information about
abortions or domestic violence). Dr. Sankar stated that medical professionals cannot
assume that a patient's understanding of confidentiality is the same as the view of a
medical professional. A patient's view of confidentiality often reflects their own
personal experiences rather than those of someone who has been educated in
matters of medical confidentiality. Helpful to researchers were her comments
regarding the challenges in recruiting participants for research studies.
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